MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE PUBLIC HOUSE, COLWINSTON, ON TUESDAY 1st FEBRUARY, 2011 AT 7.00 PM.

1
ATTENDANCE

Councillors:


P Graham-Woollard – Chairman






G W Bates – Deputy Chairman

A J Austin

W Bellin

Mrs A K Jarrett

Mrs S J Carter

County Councillor R P Thomas

Apologies:


Mr B J Graham-Woollard – Clerk

In the absence of the Clerk the minutes were taken by the Chairman.

2
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
2.1
January Meeting

Councillor G W Bates proposed that Para. 5, first sentence, should be amended to read “Councillor G W Bates remarked that the expenditure should be separated into revenue and capital.”  Agreed.  Subject to this amendment, it was proposed by Cllr. G W Bates and seconded by Cllr. A J Austin that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th January 2011 be signed by the Chairman as a true record.  Carried unanimously.

3
MATTERS ARISING
3.1
Vacancy following resignation of Councillor

The Chairman reported that neither he nor the Clerk had received any applications for the remaining vacancy on the Community Council.  It was agreed that members would make further efforts to publicise the vacancy throughout the Village.  To be discussed further at the March meeting.

3.2
Precept 2011 – 12
The Chairman confirmed that The Vale of Glamorgan Council had acknowledged The Community Council’s Precept Levy of £10.00.

3.3
Financial Audit 2009/10 & Treasurer’s Report
The Chairman reported that Mazars had signed off the 2009 - 2010 Accounts.  Accordingly, their fee of £60.00 was now due for payment.  Approved unanimously.
3.4
Community Projects

The Chairman reported that he had met with a Grant Inspector from the Vale of Glamorgan Council who had signed off The Village Green and Little Hill – Cash Grant Projects.  Accordingly, the Treasurer had now received payment of £4400.00.

3.5
Binding of Minutes
The Chairman said that he would need to speak to the Clerk and also Brown’s to ensure that the information was correct.  The Clerk reported that he had been undergoing the process of putting all files onto an electronic system as required by One Voice Wales.  On-going.
3.6
Notice Board

The Chairman suggested that this be put under capital projects and be discussed separately.  Agreed.
3.7
Newsletter – Colwinston News & Views
The Chairman confirmed that he had published an update of Community Council Business in the January edition of The Colwinston News.
3.8
Reception of Broadband
The Chairman reported that following a series of representations to B.T., Alun Cairns M.P. had been informed that ‘subject to there being no unforeseen problems with the installation work, super-fast broadband at speeds of up to 40mg, should be available to the majority of customers served by the cabinet in the Village (Colwinston).  The service is planned to start from (the upgraded) Bridgend Exchange from this quarter (March 2011) and I will let you know when a ‘go live’ date for Colwinston is known.’  Noted.
3.9
Boundary Query
The Chairman reported that Miles Punter had yet to agree to confirm that this was the case, but he was looking into the matter.
3.10
CASH Grant 2010-11

This was discussed at point 3.5.

3.11
Damage to the grass verge by the School
The Deputy Chairman reported that the Grass Verges were in a worse state than ever as a result of off road parking during a period of exceptionally wet weather.  Various options were discussed and it was agreed that in view of Highway Regulations the Chairman would make further representations to The Vale of Glamorgan Highways Department.  He would also explore the possibility of grant aid in view of the very high cost of highway modifications.  Agreed.  Councillor Bates would also discuss the ongoing problem with the Acting Head Teacher.

3.12
Best Kept Village Competition

After detailed discussion it was agreed that the objective should be to maintain a tidy but not manicured Village.  This would probably mean that Colwinston would not feature amongst the winners of the Best Kept Village Competition without very considerable financial investment and effort.  In the circumstances it was agreed that Colwinston would not enter the 2011 Competition.  It was further agreed that the matter would be raised in a future edition of The Colwinston News with a view to forming a local task force in conjunction with supplementary Contract Maintenance financed by the Community Council.

3.13
Quarry Liaison Committee

The Chairman reported that he was unable to go.  County Councillor R Thomas said that he had attended, and that it was a short meeting with very few questions.
3.14
Village Green

See item 3.5

3.15
Car park behind St.Michael’s Church

It was agreed that there was an urgent need for a clean up and maintenance project for the area adjacent to St. Michael’s Church as soon as The Vale of Glamorgan’s plans for grass cutting in 2011 – 2012 were known.  It was acknowledged that in all probability, this work would be better undertaken by the Community Council’s own Contractors.

3.16
Recycling

County Councillor R Thomas said that he had contacted Rhondda-Cynon-Taff Council in regard to the problems and the dangerous driving.  All were asked to be vigilant in regard to this matter.
3.17
HGV Signs

The Chairman reported that this matter had been referred by The Vale of Glamorgan Council to The Welsh Assembly Government for consideration.

3.18.
A48 – Re-designation of bypass speed limits
The Chairman said that he had also referred this to the Vale in the context of poor road surface drainage.  The Chairman said that the work had not been done to specification, and that the Vale of Glamorgan Council were having difficulties in questioning the contractors.


3.20
Request for new Sycamore Tree Pub signs
Councillor Mrs. Angela Jarrett declared an interest in this matter and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon other than in regard to matters of clarification as declared proper by the Chairman.  It was noted that there appeared to be little or no prospect of the request for Brown Information Direction Signs to The Sycamore Tree Public House from the A48 in the near future.  This was considered unacceptable and it was agreed that the Chairman would take the matter up with the Cabinet Member of the Vale of Glamorgan Council responsible for such matters.  It was further agreed that representations should emphasise the commercial necessity and tourist value of such signage which would be funded by Brains Brewery.

3.21
Gritting
It was agreed that the Chairman would seek to have the Church Lane Grit Bin re-located to Twyn-yr-Eglwys.

3.22
Advertising Lorry on Green Lane
The Chairman said that Nathaniel Cars was still advertising on Green Lane.  County Councillor R Thomas said that this and the Motocross signs and the hedge were being looked into.


3.23
Colwinston Trust
The Chairman confirmed that the Colwinston Trust was a Registered Charity for the Arts and was a private organisation with no Village association other than in its’ name.  The status of Village Blanket Fund continued to be difficult to establish.
3.24 The Seat for the Little Hill

The Chairman confirmed that a pine bench had been purchased and installed on The Little Hill.  Payments totalling £287.00 were approved.

With regard to the provision of commemorative plaque, Councillor Bates reported that his enquiries had suggested that this would not meet with overall approval and could even prove divisive.  In the circumstances it was concluded that the initiative should be deferred for the time being.  Councillor Austin undertook to try to resource more robust retention plates to secure the Bench.

4
HIGHWAY MATTERS

4.1
General Highway Matters

A detailed report on various Highway Matters remained outstanding. In the meantime the priority issue relating to potholes would continue to be pursued with vigour.

5
TREASURER’S REPORT

5.1
Report of Accounts

The Accounts for the month ending 31st. January 2011 showing balances of £5996.07 (Current Account) and £7186.64 (Deposit Account) as circulated by the Treasurer were noted.  The Current Account balance included receipt of the Cash Grant of £4400.00.  The Treasurer also tabled a Budget Summary for 2011-2012 totalling £4290.00 against projected Precept income of £2950.00.  The potential deficit of £1340 being consistent with the 2011-2012 with The Community Council’s Precept decision for the financial year.
6
CLERK’S REPORT

6.1
General Report
The Chairman, as Acting Clerk, reported that items as appropriate had either been reported on or would be tabled under ‘Other Business’.

7
OTHER BUSINESS
7.1
Biodegradable Dog Waste Bags.

The Chairman agreed to enquire as to the availability of Biodegradable Dog Waste Bags through the Vale of Glamorgan Council.

7.2
The Spinney and Little Hill 

Councillor Austin enquired as to whether the area opposite The Spinney could be cleared and landscaped.  It was further noted that the Little Hill footpath required a seasonal surface top dressing.  The extent of the work required to tidy the area opposite The Spinney was difficult to estimate but it was agreed that provided the cost of these two projects was within the £500.00 unapproved budget limit, The Chairman should request Bonvilston Landscapes to carry out the work as a matter of urgency.

8
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
8.1
The date of the Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, the 8th of March at 7.00 pm at the Sycamore Public House, Colwinston.

There being no further business, the Meeting was closed at 9.15 pm.

Signed
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....

Chairman, Colwinston Community Council

Date
08/03/2011
Signed
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...

Clerk, Colwinston Community Council

Date
08/03/2011
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